[image: ]
Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Chebsey Parish Council held on
Monday 1st September 2025 7pm
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr R Hopley (Chair) Cllr B Samra Cllr J Lawson Cllr D Wills
In Attendance: S Stokes (Clerk) Members of the public: None 
	25/121
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
No members of the public present.


	25/122
	Apologies.
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Cllr S Edge Cllr P Jones (SBC)


	25/123
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
None


	25/124
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
None


	25/125
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th July 2025. 
25/104 The clerk wrote to the Highways Department to request a safety mirror at the junction of Searchlight Lane and Station Road. Highways replied refusing the request. Cllr R Hopley has spoken to the resident to see if he will trim back the hedge to improve visibility.
25/115 The clerk completed the template regarding Neighbourhood Plan funding and sent it to Leigh Ingham’s Office.
The clerk reported the structure being erected at Lakesedge to the Enforcement Office a reply has not been received. 
Everyone present agreed the minutes from 7th July 2025 were a true record of the meeting. The Chair signed the minutes.


	25/126
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
CPRE Direct Debit taken 21st July 2025                                                 £36.00
Account charges taken out 21st July 2025                                                £4.25
Balance of Account 21st July 2025                                                  £7176.92 (including £1137.35 for defib use.)
Invoice from D Malley payroll services for April 2025 to Sept 2025        £60.00
Clerks August Salary                                                                             £350.33
G Tec Grass cutting for July                                                                  £168.00
 (All paid 4th August 2025)
Account charges taken 19th August 2025                                                 £4.25
September payments for approval
G Tec grass cutting for August                                                              £168.00
Clerk’s September salary                                                                      £350.33
(Awaiting arrears calculation from DM Payroll Services.
New rates of pay backdated to April 25. Increase approved 
by Councillors)
Invoice from Chebsey Parish Hall for 12th May 2025                             £15.00
Invoice for hire of St Luke’s Church Hall April, June, July & Sept          £60.00
Account charges to be taken 19th September 2025                                 £4.25
Cost of hiring St Luke’s Church Hall for Community meeting on 
15th September, to be shared with FONB (Total cost £30)                     £15.00
(Await Invoice)                    
All payments approved by everyone present.

Account Balance after all above payments                                   £5981.76 (including £1137.35 for defib use)

2nd half of precept will be due in October.  (£4052)                                                         


	25/127
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
Cllr B Samra advised the councillors that the new emails were now set up and appeared to be working. The old website is nearly ready to be shut down. The Chair thanked Cllr B Samra for his help in setting up the emails.


	25/128
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
Cllr D Wills checked the recreation park for wasps, but did not find a problem.

Cllr D Wills reported that the meeting to gauge the interest in buying the Railway Inn has been scheduled for 15th September at 7pm in St Luke’s Church Hall. Posters have been put on the notice boards and several other places around the Parish and in Stone. It was suggested that one should be displayed in the CO-OP at Eccleshall. The poster will be in the Eccleshall & Stone Gazette. Cllr D Wills has contacted the Enterprise Growth Manager at Stafford Borough Council who has provided some links to funding opportunities to discuss at the meeting. A local builder has been approached to ask about cost of the refurbishment. Local breweries will be contacted to see if they have any interest.

Cllr D Wills updated the councillors on the incident that happened on 3rd August involving a resident in Norton Bridge. The incident involved a tenant of Homes Plus. The police have been notified and are taking it forward. The clerk and Cllr D Wills contacted Homes Plus advising them of the situation. At this time there has been no response. Cllr D Wills will contact the resident to see if they would like the Parish Council to follow up the complaint. Action Cllr D Wills.   


	25/129
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
Cllr D Wills and the clerk attended the Local Assets Seminar on the 22nd July. Cllr D Wills circulated a report on the event to the Councillors. The clerk has written to the Council asking for a list of local assets.
Cllr D Wills is interested in attending the Chairs training course. The next course he is able to attend is on 10th November at 7pm.Everyone present approved the course at a cost of £40. The clerk will arrange the booking: Action clerk.
 
Cllr S Edge will be attending the Age-friendly Communities Webinar on 10th September 2025.


	25/130
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Monday 8th September 2025 Presentation planning meeting with representatives from the Parish Council & Friends of Norton Bridge re the meeting on 15th September 2025

Monday15th September 2025 7pm in St Luke’s Church Hall Community meeting to discuss The Railway Inn.

Wednesday 24th September 3pm Stone Area Parish Liaison 
 Meeting. 

Saturday 27th September 2025 Civic Amenity Visit.

Sunday 5th October 2025 Harvest Lunch at Chebsey Parish Hall

 Monday 6th October  2025 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday11th & Sunday 12th October 2025 Chebsey Local History Society Railway Exhibition in Chebsey Parish Hall.& the launch of Places 2 book.

Saturday 25th October 2025 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday 3rd November 2025 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday 22nd November 2025 Needle felting workshop in St Luke’s Church Hall (Fully booked)

Saturday 29th November 2025 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday 1st December  2025 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday 13th December 2025 Christmas Afternoon Tea at Chebsey Parish Hall


	25/131
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
Fly tipping at Searchlight Lane reported ref number 5303-6772-1195-0093. Reply received tipping was on land not owned by the council, so they will not remove it.
Blocked Grid by Scamnel Farm reported ref number 4447903.

The water leakage on Scamnel Lane is being investigated by Severn Trent Water. They have confirmed it is pressurised water but it is not a currently used supply. Cllr J Lawson said that Scamnel Lane had been closed and it now appears that Severn Trent have repaired the water leak.

A new rights of way officer is expected to start soon and he has offered to walk the villages with councillors to review any footpath concerns. Do councillors feel it would be a good idea to get him to see the ones which are planned for inclusion, the ones we’ve objected to? Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman thinks it would be a good idea. Cllr J Lawson is happy to meet with the new officer and walk the footpaths.

Cllr J Lawson has expressed concern regarding Searchlight Lane, the recent repair has now been washed away and the state of the road is worse than before.Cllr J Lawson will take some photos of the road and the clerk will send a report to Highways: Action Cllr J Lawson and the clerk

Cllr J Lawson also reported large potholes just off the bridge by Searchlight Lane and Station Road, and a sink hole by the White Cottage on Hilcote Lane. The clerk will report these to Highways: Action clerk.

Speed Camera Results for Norton Bridge Jan to July 2025

	Date of Visit
	Times
	Offences
	Highest Speed

	21/01/2025
	10.00 – 11.00
	2
	40mph

	13/02/2025
	13.00 – 15.00
	7
	42mph

	24/02/2025
	18.00 – 19.00
	4
	43mph

	25/03/2025
	18.00 – 19.00
	5
	52mph

	10/04/2025
	08.00 – 10.00
	19
	46mph

	24/04/2025
	05.30 – 08.00
	13
	45mph

	20/05/2025
	08.30 – 10.00
	14
	45mph

	27/05/2025
	18.30 – 19.30
	3
	39mph

	03/07/2025
	15.00 – 16.00
	9
	43mph

	23/07/2025
	09.00 – 10.30
	4
	47mph

	25/07/2025
	15.30 – 17.10
	11
	44mph

	Total
	
	91
	




	25/132
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
Cllr R Hopley is still in contact with Network Rail regarding the Ragwort on Network Rail Land. Some of the Ragwort has been removed, but there is still a considerable amount: Action Cllr R Hopley.


	25/133
	Correspondence.
Email  from Leigh Ingham’s office re National Emergency Test on 7th September, 
Email from Cllr P Jones asking if the Parish Council would like an entry in the Eccleshall Guide. The email was discussed. It was decided the Parish Council would not be interested in contributing to the guide. 
There is a new editor for the Parish Magazine, Barry Stamp his contact email is barry@barrystamp.co.uk the new date for contributions to the magazine is the 10th of each month.
Email regarding Stone Area Liaison meeting on 24th September 2025 3pm in the Stone Heritage Centre, Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman can attend if no one else is available. Cllr D Wills is happy to attend the meeting, he will liaise with Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman: Action Cllr D Wills.
Email from Leigh Ingham’s office re adding a bus stop at Oxleasows Lane. After discussion it was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting, so Cllr S Edge can provide more information about the request for the bus to stop at Oxleasows Lane.


	25/134
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
Planning Application 25/41012/TCA at Pedlars Pack Park Lane, Chebsey Conservation Area removal of some branches. No action required by Parish Council. 
 

	25/135
	Communication.
Reminder to check Whats App and emails regularly.


	25/136
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
Look at the budget for 26/27, to consider the precept.
Discuss Bus Stop at Oxleasows Lane.
Approve order of defib pads due to expire in November.
Discuss Local Reorganisation.
Set dates for next year’s meetings.


	25/137
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on 6th October 2025 in St Luke’s Church Hall.
Cllr J Lawson offered her apologies for the meeting to be held on 6th October 2025.
The Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 19.37. 



Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 2nd September 2025




Signed..........................................................................Chair.....................................................Date
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