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Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the
 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 2nd February 2026 7pm
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman (Chair) Cllr R Hopley (Vice Chair) Cllr D Wills Cllr J Lawson
Cllr B Samra Cllr S Edge
In Attendance: Cllr J Pert (SBC SCC) S Stokes (Clerk) Members of the public: Two
	26/018
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked if there were any questions from the public.
A member of the public raised concerns about the poor state of the roads in Chebsey.
The member of the public had received a letter from the local MP stating the County Council had been allocated £86 million to improve the Roads. Cllr J Pert suggested that the clerk report the state of the roads on the “Report It” website, and also write to the County Council copying him into the letter. Action clerk.
Cllr J Pert has received a list regarding the surface dressing of the roads which is due to commence in March. He said he would check to see if Chebsey was included on the list. Action Cllr J Pert. 

	26/019
	Apologies.
Cllr D Matthews Cllr P Jones (SBC)


	26/020
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Cllr D Wills Railway Inn Steering Group. Cllr S Edge Planning Application 25/41669/FUL 


	26/021
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
Cllr J Pert mentioned the Rural Bus Review; he said he would contact the County Council regarding the Select Bus 103. The Borough Council are introducing new food waste bins from 1st April 2026. Potential housing developments across Stafford Borough could result in over nine thousand five hundred homes being built.


	26/022
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th January 2026.  
26/004 The clerk has written again to Staffordshire County Council requesting a list of Local Assets.
26/005 The clerk has emailed Lichfield Diocese, a reply has been received saying a meeting with the agent is taking place early February. The Chair said she will contact the person concerned and request an update. Action Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman
26/008 The tender letters have been sent out. Three replies have been received so far. The closing date for tenders is 27th February 2026 
26/011 The clerk emailed Network Rail regarding the bridge at Norton Bridge. A reply has been received stating the road will not be reopened until 13th February 2026.

The clerk has written to Cllr J Rose requesting an update on Worston Bridge. Cllr J Rose has replied asking the Parish Council to submit a document detailing their concerns and what they believe would help improve safety. The councillors discussed the options. Traffic lights would be the best solution. Cllr J Pert believes that signage would not be a solution. The report should also mention the increased traffic with the impending housing developments in the local area. The clerk will produce a report (closing date 1st May 2026) Action clerk.
The minutes for the meeting held on the 12th January 2026 were approved as a true record by everyone present. The Chair signed the minutes.


	26/023
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
Lloyds online bank balance £7196.94 (which includes £992.52 ring fenced for defib costs)
February Payments for approval 
Clerks February salary                                     £364.04
Lloyds Bank account charges                              £4.25
Lloyds online balance after payments       £6828.35 (which includes £992.52 ring fenced for defib costs)

Cllr S Edge has asked the PCC for an invoice for St Luke’s Hall Hire for the months Oct 25 to March 26.

Cllr B Samra will do a bank reconciliation check ready for the AGAR. Action Cllr B Samra

Dr Wheeler has kindly agreed to do the internal audit for this year.                     


	26/024
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
The Training and Development Policy was discussed and adopted. The clerk will put it on the website. Action clerk.


	26/025
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
Cllr D Wills gave an update on the Railway Inn. There is an active go fund me page. The deadline for pledges is the end of February. The steering group are looking at other funding options. The next steering group meeting will be on 10th February.

Cllr B Samra collected 2 Cherry Trees from SPCA. (Originally 23 trees were requested). After a discussion It was agreed the trees should be planted in Norton Bridge. Cllr D Wills accepted the trees as Chair of Friends of Norton Bridge to arrange for the trees to be planted. Action Cllr D Wills.
 

	26/026
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
None.


	26/027
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Saturday February 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Quiz (fund raiser for Megan Dobson Make a Wish)

Saturday February 8th 2026 St Luke’s Hall Pub Quiz (fund raiser for Railway Inn)

Saturday February 21st 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch

Saturday March 21st 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
 
Monday March 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday March 14th 2026 Needle felting( Fully Booked)

Monday April 13th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday April 25th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday May 11th 2026 Annual Meeting & Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday May 23rd 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday June 1st 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday June 27th 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle Felt Course

Saturday June 27th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday July 6th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday July 25th 2026  Civic Amenity Visit

Monday September 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday September 26th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday October 5th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday October 31st 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday November 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Saturday November 21st 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle felting course.

Saturday November 28th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit

Monday December 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting


	26/028
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
Cllr B Samra reported that the barrier at the Moto Services had been open for at least 3 days. The clerk emailed the Moto Customer services. They replied stating the barrier was broken and was awaiting repair. Cllr B Samra said the barrier is now closed.
Update on the bus through Norton Bridge. The103 bus has not been regularly going to the bus stop at Norton Bridge. FONB have contacted the bus company and are awaiting a reply.

The Chair asked the clerk to request the latest speeding figures for Norton Bridge. Action clerk.

Large vehicles have been travelling through Chebsey. The Chair reported the details to Staffordshire County Council who were going to contact Vieolia. A reply has not yet been received. 
The road markings have worn away at the crossroads at Scamnel Lane, Wheelwright Road and Searchlight Lane. The clerk will report it. Action clerk. 


	26/029
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
Cllr R Hopley mentioned that the Government are talking about the possibility of HS2 from 2030. 
Cllr R Hopley says that the closure of the bridge on the B5026 at Norton Bridge is causing chaos for local businesses.

	26/030
	Correspondence.
None.


	26/031
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
Cllr S Edge and Cllr J Pert left the meeting before the planning applications were discussed.
Planning Application 25/40589/FUL allowed temporary mobile home has been granted for 3 years from 22nd January 2026. 
Planning Application 25/41669/FUL at Oxleasows Lower Heamies. Documents to be circulated for comments. The clerk will request an extension for the comments until after the next meeting on 2nd March. Action clerk.


	26/032
	Communication.
Check and respond to emails and the What’s App group daily.


	26/033
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
Let the clerk know of any items to be added to the agenda.


	26/034
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Monday 2nd March 2026 in St Luke’s Church Hall.
With no other business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.05



Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 5th February 2026






.................................................................Signature (Chair).........................................................Date
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