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Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the
 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 2nd March 2026 7pm
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr m Ainsworth-Hickman (Chair) Cllr R Hopley (Vice Chair) Cllr D Wills    Cllr S Edge Cllr D Matthews.
In Attendance: Cllr J Pert (SBC SCC) S Stokes (Clerk) Members of the public: Five 
	26/035
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for any public participation.
Two members of the public who own land by the B5026 at Norton Bridge gave an explanation of the long term plans they have for the land. An application has been made to the Caravan and Motor Home Club for the site to become a Certificated Location. The Chair was given a copy of the plans for the site
The Chair explained the concerns of the parish council and the need to obtain the planning permission required for the work that has already been completed.
The councillors thanked them for attending the meeting. 

A member of the public raised concerns with Net Work Rail about the drainage on Searchlight Lane. Cllr J Pert advised the member of the public to report the problem to the County Council as well.


	26/036
	Apologies.
Cllr B Samra Cllr J Lawson


	26/037
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
Cllr S Edge Meecebrook and Planning Application 25/41669/FUL
Cllr D Wills and Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Railway Inn Steering Group.


	26/038
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
Cllr J Pert gave an update stating there will be a 4% increase in County Council Tax and a 5% increase in the Borough Council Tax.
He reported that the bridge at Norton Bridge reopened as planned on 13th February 2026
There is a consultation period taking place on the Local Government Reorganisation.
Works are being carried out on Meece Road to see if the road is sinking.
The pot holes around the roundabout on the B5026 were discussed, the road has not been adopted by the County Council due to its poor state of repair. 

	26/039
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd February 2026.
26/002 Two further Cherry Trees were collected from the SPCA. . One went to Chebsey and the other went to Cold Norton. The original two have been put into pots and Friends of Norton Bridge will decide where they are to be planted.
26/018 The clerk reported the state of the roads in Chebsey Incident number 4478224.
26/022 (26/004) The clerk has received a reply from SCC acknowledging her letter and SCC will contact her again shortly with details of any assets.
26/022 (26/005) The clerk has sent an updated diagram of the land adjacent to St Luke’s to the Lichfield Diocese contact. A reply has not yet been received.
26/024 The Training and Development Policy has been put on the website.
26/028 The clerk requested details of the speeding fines from the Camera Van at Norton Bridge.
	Date
	Highest Speed
	Time from
	Time to
	No vehicles Caught

	26/08/2025
	44
	16.15
	16.30
	3

	04/09/2025
	47
	13.15
	13.45
	5

	14/10/2025
	43
	16.15
	16.45
	6

	22/10/2025
	40
	11.45
	12.45
	2

	12/11/2025
	42
	16.00
	16.15
	5

	04/12/2025
	45
	13.45
	15.30
	15

	27/01/2026
	49
	14.45
	15.00
	3



Cllr D Matthews suggested the parish council should write to ask what further interventions could be taken, based on the high number of speeding offences. The clerk will write to Safer Roads. Action clerk.
 26/028 The clerk reported the worn road markings at the crossroads of Scamnel Lane with Wheelwright Road and Searchlight Lane. Report number 4478285. Highways do not consider the report to be classed as urgent.

Everyone present agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd February 2026 were a true record of the meeting. The Chair signed the minutes.


	26/040
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
Lloyds online bank account balance as at 28th February 2026     £6828.35   
March payments for approval:
Clerks March salary                                                                                £364.04
Lloyds bank account charges                                                                     £4.25
Lloyds online bank account balance after payments                     £6460.06

An invoice from PCC for Hall Hire for the Parish Council meetings held from October 25 to March 26 has been received. The clerk has emailed the PCC for clarification..

Cllr B Samra completed the bank reconciliation on 4th February 2026.

An invoice has been received from Stafford Borough Council for the civic amenities visits for 2026. The clerk has emailed SBC to say the bill has been budgeted for in the 26/27 financial year. SBC have agreed the bill can be deferred until April and should be paid before the first visit on April 25th. 

Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman suggested it would be useful to have another signatory on the on-line bank account. Cllr D Wills volunteered. The clerk will arrange for Cllr D Wills to be a signatory. Action clerk. 


	26/041
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
The clerk will forward all the Parish Policies for the councillors to review and approve at the next meeting. In line with SAPPP (Smaller Authorities Proper Practice Panel)Action clerk

	26/042
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
The tenders received for ground maintenance at Norton Bridge Recreation Area were discussed. 
	Company
	Tender       Full Cost
	VAT
	Cost per visit minus VAT

	Beechwood Trees & Landscapes
	£12180.00
	£2030.00
	£725.00

	G Tec
	£1176.00
	£196.00
	£70.00

	J Green Landscapes
	£2016.00
	£336.00
	£120.00

	JDA Grounds Maintenance
	£1200.00
	None
	£80.00

	Oak Tree Farm
	No tender received
	
	

	T Farley
	No tender received
	
	


It was agreed to accept the tender from G. Tec. The clerk will let all the companies know. Action clerk.
Cllr D Wills gave an update on the Railway Inn. The Railway Inn was featured in a National newspaper which resulted in more pledges being received; as a result of this the period for pledges has been extended. The fund is now at £85,600.
There will be another quiz on 22nd March and Bingo on 12th April 2026. The quiz afternoon on 8th    February raised £480. Leigh Ingham MP mentioned the plight of the Railway Inn in the House of Commons.
Cllr J Lawson asked the clerk to get opinions on purchasing signage giving locations of the defibrillators in the parish. It was decided the clerk will make enquiries into the costs. Cllr D Matthews suggested the locations be put on the Face book page and website. Action clerk.
The clerk has contacted Select Buses to ask why the 103 bus has not been regularly arriving at the bus stop in Norton Bridge. The bus company have acknowledged receipt of the enquiry.
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman said that a resident in Chebsey is setting up Chebsey Community WhatsApp Group so that local residents can reach out for support from neighbours. For more information please contact the clerk.


	26/043
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
Clerk attended a refresher AGAR webinar on 11th February. The clerk will outline the changes at the next meeting. Action clerk.
SPCA are holding a seminar on Business Planning, the clerk will forward the email to the Cllr’s .Action clerk
The Cllr’s approved the cost of the course if anyone was interested in attending. 


	26/044
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Saturday March 14th 2026 Needle felting( Fully Booked)
Saturday March 21st 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Sunday March 22nd 2026 Quiz St Luke’s Church Hall
Sunday  April 12th Bingo St Luke’s Church Hall
Monday April 13th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday April 18th 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday April 25th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday May 11th 2026 Annual Meeting & Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday May 16th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday May 23rd 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday June 1st 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday June 20th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday June 27th 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle Felt Course
Saturday June 27th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday July 6th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday July 25th 2026  Civic Amenity Visit
Monday September 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday September 26th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday October 5th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday October 31st 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday November 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday November 21st 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle felting course.
Saturday November 28th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday December 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting


	26/045
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
Large potholes on Searchlight Lane. Cllr R Hopley will take some photo’s and forward them to the clerk. Action Cllr R Hopley
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman asked the clerk to request the Road sweeper for Parsons Bank and Scamnel Lane. Action clerk.


	26/046
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
None


	26/047
	Correspondence.
E mail received from Leigh Ingham’s Office requesting details of issues with Road Safety. The clerk will respond with details. Action clerk
E mail from SCC FOI Officer regarding the costs of the Stand alone By Election in Eccleshall & Gnosall. 
Total cost of Polling Stations                                £4076.00 
Total cost of Booth delivery & collection               £7025.00
Total cost of Booth Preparation                            £1000.00
Polling Station Equipment                                      £112.08
SCC has advised the clerk to contact SBC about any other costs. Action clerk


	26/048
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
Planning Application 25/41669/FUL at Oxleasows – no objections. The clerk notified the Case Officer
Changes to Planning Application 25/41308/HOU at Rodgerley Lodge Farm – no objections. The clerk notified the Case Officer.
Planning Application 25/41443/OUT Land South of Stone Road Eccleshall outline planning for 140 dwellings (Although not in our Parish could cause significant disruption) Closing date for comments 6/3/26.It was agreed the clerk should write an objection letter. Action clerk.
Planning Application 25/40976/HOU High View Cottage Shallowford Replacement building. Decision allowed. 
Land at Norton Bridge Ref 27 LT GM 25 Consultation period 6.2.26 to 27.2.26. The clerk has completed the feedback form on the Caravan & Motor home website outlining the concerns of the Parish Council.
Cllr S Edge notified the Cllr’s of Planning Application 26/41760/LDCPP. The clerk will print the details for circulation to the Cllr’s Action clerk.


	26/049
	Communication.
Whats App and Emails to be checked daily.


	26/050
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
Clerk to detail changes to the AGAR.


	26/051
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Monday 13th April 2026 in St Luke’s Church Hall.
With no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and wished everyone a Happy Easter. The meeting closed at 20.19.


Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 4th March 2026

............................................................................................Chair................................................Date
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