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Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the meeting of Chebsey Parish Council held on
Monday 11th May 2026 after the Annual Meeting
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr D Wills (Chair) Cllr R Hopley (Vice Chair) Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Cllr J Lawson Cllr B Samra Cllr S Edge
In Attendance: Mrs S Stokes (Clerk) Members of the public: Two
	26/076
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Two members of the public advised the councillors they had tidied up the notice board in Chebsey bus shelter. They have added some new cork so the pins hold the notices more secure. They asked the councillors if they know who owns the bus shelter and bench as they are in need of repair. It is thought that the County Council erected the bus shelter in the late 1980’s.  It was agreed the clerk would contact the County Council. . Cllr Ainsworth-Hickman   said she would notify the Chebsey What’s App group to see if there were any volunteers to help with the repairs .Action Cllr Ainsworth-Hickman The Chair said he would have a look at the bus shelter to see what repairs were needed. Action Chair.


	26/077
	Apologies.
Cllr’s approved Cllr Matthews absence on the basis of an extreme family crisis (Section 85. WAIVER OF 6 MONTH COUNCILLOR ATTENDANCE RULE (SEC.85 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972). Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a member of a Local Authority to attend at least one meeting of that Authority within a six month consecutive period, in order to avoid being disqualified as a Councillor. This requirement can be waived and the time limit extended if any failure to attend was due to a reason approved by the Authority, in advance of the six month period expiring.
Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 enables a Local Authority to approve the reason(s) for non-attendance of a Member at any meeting of the Authority throughout a period of six consecutive months, provided that approval is given by the Authority before the expiry of the six month period.)


	26/078
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
Cllr D Wills Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Railway Inn Steering Group Cllr S Edge Meecebrook



	26/079
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
None


	26/080
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th April 2026. 
26/052 PCSO G Higgins will now be attending the drop in on Thursday 21st May 2026 instead of 30th April 2026.
26/056 Cllr D Wills has now been accepted as a signatory on the Lloyds online account.
The clerk is looking into costs of defibrillator signage.
26/059 The clerk has written to FONB and sent an invoice. FONB have sent the payment for £176 to help with the grass cutting costs at Norton Bridge recreation Area 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2026 were approved as a true record of the meeting. The Chair signed the minutes.


	26/081
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
FONB have paid £176 towards the cost of grass cutting at Norton Bridge.
Chebsey Parish Council paid £24.99 to FONB towards the goal net & pegs for the Recreation Area.
Payment made to GTec for April grass cutting.
Lloyds Bank Account Balance as at 1st May 2026                 £9069.27

Payments for approval in May 2026
Clerks May salary                                                                            £364.10
Renewal of domain and website costs to Parish Online (awaiting invoice)
G Tec invoice for May (awaiting invoice)                                         £168.00
Approve Afternoon Tea for Dr Wheeler reimbursement to clerk       £61.90
Lloyds on line bank charges 19th May 2026                                       £4.25 

CPRE have sent details to renew membership.                               £36.00 donation to be taken by direct Debit in July. 
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman proposed the clerk should receive a one off payment of £100 for the extra work carried out producing the AGAR. 
All payments were approved by everyone present.


	26/082
	Complete Annual Governance and Accountability Return for 25/26
(1) The Annual Internal Audit Report is received and noted.
(2) The Annual Governance Statement (section 1) The Chair read out the questions, these were agreed by the Councillors
(3) The Accounting Statements (section 2) The Chair read out the Accounting statement.
(4) The Certificate of Exemption was approved.
The documents were signed by the clerk and the Chair. The minute reference was recorded.


	26/083
	Set the dates for the exercise of public rights.
The dates for the exercise of public rights are 3rd June 2026 to 14th July 2026. The clerk will ensure all the relevant documents are added to the website on 2nd June 2026.Action clerk.


	26/084
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
Policies are being updated on the website. Action clerk.
Cllr B Samra asked the clerk to check for the defibrillator locations on the website. Action clerk.


	26/085
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
The Chair updated the councillors on the Railway Inn. There are several events taking place. There will be a mail drop in the Parish regarding the Share Launch Meeting.

The Steering Group Newsletter Number 3 May edition has been put on the website.

	26/086
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
The Chair will now attend the Business planning course on 3rd June 2026.


	26/087
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Saturday May 16th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday May 23rd 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Sunday May 24th 2026 Quiz (Fund raising for the Railway Inn)
Monday June 1st 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 13th June 2026 Pop up Pub Car park at Railway Inn
Saturday June 20th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday June 27th 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle Felt Course
Saturday June 27th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday July 6th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday July 25th 2026  Civic Amenity Visit
Monday September 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 12th September 2026 Needle felting Workshop
Saturday 19th September 2026 Brunch at Chebsey Parish Hall
Saturday September 26th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday October 5th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday October 31st 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday November 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday November 21st 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle felting course.
Saturday November 28th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday December 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting


	26/088
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
After discussion it was agreed the Chair will report the potholes again on Scamnel Lane, Searchlight Lane and Lower Heamies Lane. Action Chair. 


	26/089
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
Cllr R Hopley asked if the clerk could report the Ragwort on Network Rail Land to Network Rail. Action clerk.


	26/090
	Correspondence.
Letter from Cllr P Mason re Grit Bins. It was agreed a list of the grit bins in the parish will be compiled for discussion at the next meeting. Action Councillors. 
Email regarding the terror risk being set to severe. It was agreed to ask SPCA if they have a template for a terror risk assessment. Action clerk.
Clerk’s Resignation letter. The clerk will be leaving at the end of September. The vacancy will be displayed on the notice boards, Facebook and on the SPCA website. Action clerk.
Email from SPCA advising the clerk that councils should no longer publish councillors home addresses as per the newly added section 32A of the Localism Act 2011. The clerk will remove the addresses from the website. Action clerk.
Community Speed Watch Posters provided by the PCSO are to be put on the Notice Boards, Norton Bridge Matters, Facebook and the website. Action clerk.


	26/091
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
Planning Application 26/41927/FUL Land opposite Keepers Cottage. The councillors oppose the application and requested it to be called in. The clerk notified the Case Officer and asked the Ward councillors to call in the application. Cllr P Jones (SBC) called in the application.
Planning Application 26/42095/FUL Proposed parking area for children’s home. The councillors discussed the application and have no objections. The clerk will notify the Case Officer. Action clerk.


	26/092
	Communication.
Councillors to continue to check emails and What’s App daily.



	26/093
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
List of Grit Bins
Terrorist Risk Assessment


	26/094
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council meeting to be held at 7pm on Monday 1st June 2026 in St Luke’s Church Hall .
With no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 8.37pm.



Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 14th May 2026




Signature.........................................................................Chair....................................................Date
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