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Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of the
 Chebsey Parish Council held on
Monday 13th April 2026 7pm
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman (Chair) Cllr R Hopley (Vice Chair) Cllr D Wills Cllr B Samra
In Attendance: S Stokes (Clerk) G Higgins (PCSO) Members of the public: Two 
	26/052
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked if there were any questions from the public. A member of the public raised a concern about the poor state of the Notice Board in the bus shelter at Chebsey. The Chair explained that a new board would be very expensive. It was agreed that the member of the public would try and source a reasonable priced alternative.
PCSO Gareth Higgins joined the meeting. He was interested to hear about the results of the speed camera van at Norton Bridge and agreed that he would look into other ways of reducing the figures. Information was given about Staffordshire Smart Alert. Information will be put on the notice boards, website and Face Book page giving details on how to sign up. Action clerk.
Gareth will attend the drop in on Thursday 30th April 2026 at St Luke’s Church Hall.
  

	26/053
	Apologies.
Cllr P Jones (SBC) Cllr S Edge Cllr J Lawson Cllr D Matthews


	26/054
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Cllr D Wills Railway Inn Steering Group members.


	26/055
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
None


	26/056
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2026.  
26/039 The clerk wrote to Leigh Ingham’s Office regarding the speeding at Norton Bridge. 
26/040 The clerk tried to set up Cllr D Wills as a signatory with Lloyds on line banking.
The bank cancelled the request due to approval issues. The clerk will resubmit the request. Action clerk.
26/042 Carried forward the clerk will make enquiries about defibrillator signage. Action clerk.
26/043 The clerk has printed the details of changes to the AGAR for EOY 2025.
Cllr D Wills was due to attend a training session on Business Planning for Local Councils on the 18th March, but, unfortunately the course was cancelled. Another date is due to be arranged. 
26/045 Cllr R Hopley sent the clerk photo’s of the potholes on Searchlight Lane and the clerk reported them to Highways. Report number 4487608.
The clerk requested a visit from the Road Sweeper Reference 5505-1171-0047-1788.
26/047 Stafford Borough Council responded to the FOI request for the staffing costs for the Stand alone By Election in Eccleshall & Gnosall . The costs were £12676.72.
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2026 were approved by everyone present as a true record of the meeting. The Chair signed the minutes.


	26/057
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
HMRC VAT refund received £987
Defib battery ordered for Chebsey, approved by email £279.65 reimbursed to the clerk. The old battery has been donated to Eccleshall First Responders for training purposes.
The hall hire charges for St Luke’s Church Hall were approved by email at £150 from 6th October 2025 to 2nd March 2026.
Lloyds account balance at 31st March 2026 = £7017.68 (which includes ring fenced £712.87 for defib maintenance) (EOY)
Payments to be approved for April 2026
May 23 Election recharges (3rd Instalment)   £569.18
Clerks April salary                                          £367.31
PAYE HMRC Q4                                             £10.00
SPCA & NALC membership fees                  £286.81
Civic Amenity Visits 25/4/2026-28/11/2026  £854.00.(due to the online bank arrangements this payment needs to be reset for after 14th April) 
Lloyds on line bank charges                             £4.25
Awaiting invoice from G Tec for April grass cutting at Recreation Area £168.00 
The precept is due any time now.


	26/058
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
The clerk forwarded Chebsey Parish Councils Policies to the councillors to read and agree. The councillors read the policies and agreed they were correct. The clerk will update the data protection policy in line with SAPPP Guide. The policies will be re input on the website with the date of the meeting and the item number. Action clerk. 


	26/059
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
The clerk wrote to all the tenders thanking them for their quotes and advised GTec their quote was successful. Grass cutting is due to commence at the beginning of April.

FONB have agreed to donate £176.00 towards the cost of grass cutting at Norton Bridge Recreation Area. The clerk will send a thank you letter and invoice. Action clerk.

The goal net at the Recreation Area has perished. FONB will source a replacement. The approximate cost is £50 they have asked if the parish council can help with the cost. The councillors agreed to cover half the cost.

Most of the cherry trees have now been planted and are starting to flower.

A thank you letter has been received from a local school that used the facilities at Norton Bridge Recreation Area.


	26/060
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
On the 16th March 2026 Cllr D Wills attended the Stone Railway Campaign Group meeting on behalf of CPC. Cllr Wills gave an overview of the meeting and sent a written report to the councillors. 

	26/061
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Saturday April 18th 2026 Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday April 25th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday May 11th 2026 Annual Meeting & Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday May 16th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday May 23rd 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Sunday May 24th 2026 Quiz (Fund raising for the Railway Inn)
Monday June 1st 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 13th June 2026 Pop up Pub Car park at Railway Inn
Saturday June 20th Chebsey Parish Hall Brunch
Saturday June 27th 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle Felt Course
Saturday June 27th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday July 6th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday July 25th 2026  Civic Amenity Visit
Monday September 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday 12th September 2026 Needle felting Workshop
Saturday 19th September 2026 Brunch at Chebsey Parish Hall
Saturday September 26th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday October 5th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday October 31st 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday November 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday November 21st 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle felting course.
Saturday November 28th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday December 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting

Update on The Railway Inn
Cllr D Wills gave an update on the progress with the Railway Inn. There has been a press release with the local press. Three members of the steering group met with the Chief Executive of Stafford Borough Council, a further meeting is scheduled for the summer. The recent quiz and bingo events were very successful, and there are more events for fund raising in the pipeline.


	26/062
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
A resident from Lakesedge has raised a concern with SCC regarding speeding on the Eccleshall Road by the entrance to Lakesedge Report reference RQN000563.

Pot holes have been reported to the Chair by Barn Croft Farm on Scamnel Lane. The clerk will report them. Action clerk.

Fly tipping was reported at Cold Norton. This has now been collected.

The barrier at Moto Services appears to be being used correctly at the moment.


	26/063
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
None


	26/064
	Correspondence.
Staffordshire Search & Rescue Team sent an email requesting a donation towards a drone to help assist with rescue’s in the Staffordshire area. The councillors agreed a donation of £50.The clerk will arrange for the donation to be made. Action clerk.

Email from Community Placement Executive introducing herself and offering to attend local meetings to give a talk on the free services they provide .It was agreed the clerk would pass on the Chair’s contact details for a potential visit to the drop in’s held on Thursday mornings. Action clerk.






	26/065
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
Planning Application 25/41669/FUL at Oxleasows has been allowed on 16th March 2026.

Planning Application 25/41308/HOU at Rodgerley Lodge Farm has been allowed. 
The councillors have looked at Planning Application 25/41589/FUL at Izaak Walton Fisheries their comments have been sent to the Case Officer. The application has been “called in”. 

Planning Application 25/41438/FUL proposed Septic Tank at Mews Care Centre Hilcote Hall was discussed there were no objections. The clerk will inform the Case Officer.  Action clerk. 

Planning Application 26/41927/FUL at Land opposite Keepers Cottage Hilcote Lane will be discussed.

The councillors have looked at Planning Application 26/41740/HOU they have no objections as long as the existing residential curtilage is not extended. The clerk has written to the Case Officer.

	26/066
	Communication.
To check emails and what’s app page daily.


	26/067
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
Complete the AGAR forms and set dates for the exercise of public rights.


	26/068
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council Annual meeting to be held at 7pm on Monday 11th May 2026 in St Luke’s Church Hall followed by the monthly meeting.
With no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.10.



Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 16th April 2026




Signature..........................................................................Chair.....................................................Date
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