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Chebsey Parish Council
Sue Stokes
357 Stone Road Stafford ST16 1LD
Tel: 07943920070 Email: clerk@chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
Minutes of Chebsey Parish Council Meeting held on
Monday 6th July 2026 7pm
In St Luke’s Church Hall
Cllr’s Present: Cllr D Wills (Chair) Cllr R Hopley (Vice Chair) Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Cllr B Samra
In Attendance: Mrs S Stokes (Clerk) Cllr J Pert (SBC SCC) (Left the meeting at 19.56)
Members of the public: None
	26/112
	Welcome 
Public Participation. (Please refer to the Chebsey Parish Council Public Participation Policy which can be found on https://chebseyparishcouncil.gov.uk
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. There were no members of the public present.
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman asked Cllr J Pert if any actions are being taken to alleviate the issue regarding the recent accident on the bends at The Old Police House Norton Bridge. Cllr J Pert said that no action has been taken yet but it is a serious concern. and is on his list. Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman said the accident had been discussed at the Friends of Norton Bridge meeting and it had been agreed they would work together with the Parish Council to fund raise to help with the costs of new lines and warning signs.
Friends of Norton Bridge will be asking members and local residents if they would be interested in volunteering for the Community Speed Watch run by Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership.


	26/113
	Apologies.
Cllr S Edge Cllr J Lawson Cllr P Jones (SBC)


	26/114
	Declarations of interest, to consider written requests from Cllr’s for the Council to grant a dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011.)
Cllr D Wills Railway Inn Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman Railway Inn and Footpaths (Item 26/122)


	26/115
	Report from County and Borough Councillors.
No reports.

	26/116
	Minutes and Matters arising from the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st June 2026.  
26/101 The clerk wrote to the County Council for clarification of the grit bins, no reply has been received. The clerk will send another email. Action clerk..
26/105 The clerk has reported the state of the road at Shallowford Bank. No action has been taken. It was agreed the clerk will list all the unactioned reports with their reference numbers and send them to Cllr Pert and Leigh Inghams Office. Action clerk.
26/107 The clerk wrote to the Land agent. He has replied stating there are access issues. The lease for the current agreement has been extended to March 2027. Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman has taken some photos showing that there is room for access. It was agreed the clerk will write to the Land Agent again sending the photos and asking him to review the situation. Action clerk.
26/110 Network Rail have rescheduled the ragwort clearance to this week. It was agreed to monitor the situation and contact Network Rail again if no action is taken.
Everyone present agreed the minutes were a true record of the meeting held on 1st June 2026. The Chair signed the minutes.


	26/117
	Finance and Budget. ( Principal B.S Deputy S.E)
Invoice from DM Payroll services for Admin April-June 2026           £31.20
 (Approved by email.)
Invoice from SPCA for Cllr Wills training approved (item 26/043)    £48.00
Lloyds On line Account balance.                                              £6977.30 (Including £712.87 ring fenced for defibrillators)    
Payments for approval for July
G Tec June grass cutting                                                                £168.00
Clerks July salary including one off payment                                  £444.10
HMRC PAYE Q1                                                                               £30.00
Direct debit for CPRE already approved                                           £36.00
Lloyds Bank charges                                                                           £4.25
Lloyds on line account balance after payments                      £6294.95 (Including £712.87 ring fenced for defibrillators) 
   
It was agreed the clerk can authorise the August payments due to there not being an August meeting.
August payments. Clerk’s salary, G Tec payment for August, Lloyds Bank charges for August.
Cllr B Samra said he had been in contact with Lloyds Bank because they have removed an analysis service. The bank said they would pay £25 into the account as a good will gesture for the removal of the service.


	26/118
	Technical & Infrastructure Parish Policies. (Principal B.S Deputy J.L)
The clerk and Cllr Samra will get together once the new clerk has been appointed to sort out the handover of the computer and website admin.


	26/119
	Leisure facilities, Recreation Area & Open Spaces (Principal D.M Deputy B.S)
Cllr D Wills and Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman gave an update on the Railway Inn. The Share Launch meeting was very successful. The Pop Up Pub was visited by more than 100 people and raised over £1000.00. There will be a quiz and BBQ on 18th July 2026. The recent needle felting event raised a further £300.00. Leigh Ingham has visited members of the Railway Inn Steering Group.

Cllr J Lawson has reported that two residents from Chebsey have refurbished the bench by the bus shelter. It was agreed to issue a letter of thanks. The clerk will send a thank you letter and will offer reimbursement for the cost of materials. Action clerk.

Treating Chebsey bus shelter for woodworm will be discussed at the next meeting.

FONB have volunteered to tidy up the benches in Norton Bridge.

FONB requested the clerk obtain the latest results from the camera van on Station Road. Action clerk.


	26/120
	Councillor Training/ Feedback
 Cllr D Wills attended the Business Planning Training Course on 3rd June 2026. Cllr Wills wrote a report and sent it to the councillors, after discussion it was agreed the parish council will work towards setting out a business plan. Cllr Wills will work on the template supplied by the SPCA. Action Cllr D Wills.
The clerk will be attending the free webinars hosted by Scribe on 8th & 9th of July regarding Employment Rights and Martyns’ Law.

The training budget needs to be looked at as the new clerk may be interested in completing the next CiLCA training course. (The cost of the course is £775.00)


	26/121
	Events & Social Funding. (Principal MAH Deputy D.M)
Saturday 12th September 2026 Needle felting Workshop
Saturday 12th September 2026 Brunch at Chebsey Parish Hall
Saturday September 26th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday October 5th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday October 31st 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday November 2nd 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting
Saturday November 21st 2026 St Luke’s Hall Needle felting course.
Saturday November 28th 2026 Civic Amenity Visit
Monday December 7th 2026 Chebsey Parish Council Meeting


	26/122
	Highway and Footpath Matters. (Principal J.L Deputy R.H)
The Councillors are very concerned about the serious accidents that have occurred at the Old Police House Norton Bridge. (Mentioned in item 26/112). Action needs to be taken urgently for the safety of the family, cyclists, pedestrians and other vehicle users. The Parish Council have agreed to work alongside FONB and Stafford Borough Council to make the bends as safe as possible.
Cllr D Wills reported a loose gate post at the Searchlight Lane end of Tommy’s Trail. It was agreed the clerk will contact Staffordshire County Council to see if they can supply a new post. Volunteers from FONB will fit the new post. Action clerk.  
Cllr B Samra reported the sidewalks from Cold Norton to Norton Bridge are impassable. It was agreed the clerk will contact the Highways Department to see if they can be tidied up. Action clerk.
Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman was approached by a resident of Chebsey complaining about the footpath by Salters Bank Hilcote Lane. The Landowner was contacted, the
footpath was inspected and no faults could be found. 


	26/123
	Large Infrastructure, Housing & Rail (Principal R.H Deputy D.W) 
No reports.


	26/124
	Correspondence.
Two applications have been received for the clerk’s vacancy. Cllr D Wills will contact the applicants to arrange interview dates. Action Cllr D Wills
Email received regarding breach of planning regulations at Lakesedge. The resident at Lakesedge has contacted Leigh Ingham’s office who has agreed to assist with the resident’s complaint.


	26/125
	Planning Updates. (Principal S.E Deputy MAH)
It was agreed that the councillors will let the clerk have their comments on the Local Plan consultation by 21st July 2026 so the clerk can complete the consultation comments by 28th July 2026. Action Councillors and clerk.
Planning Application 26/41740/HOU was withdrawn on 18th May 2026.
Planning Application 25/41589/FUL allowed 26th June 2026. Cllr P Jones withdrew the Call In on the application. The parish council were disappointed he did not advise them of his decision before the application was allowed. It was agreed the parish council would advise him of their disappointment. Action Cllr D Wills. 
Planning Application 26/42095/FUL refused 11th June 2026.


	26/126
	Communication.
Emails and Whats App to be checked daily. Communication is important, especially with no meeting in August.




	26/127
	Items for next Parish Council Meeting.
WMCALC Training Campaign Pack.
Chebsey bus shelter.
Preparation for the 27-28 budgets, to review training.  


	26/128
	Date of next meeting. 
Chebsey Parish Council  meeting to be held at 7pm on Monday 7th September 2026 in St Luke’s Church Hall .
Apologies from Cllr M Ainsworth-Hickman.
With no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at 20.36.



Sue Stokes Clerk to Chebsey Parish Council 8th July 2026
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